Important information for your diary
AGM: Thursday 14 April, 10.00 am at the Inverloch Hub
Term 2, 2022 dates: Tuesday 26 April to Friday 24 June

From the President: Facilities Improvements
As our Garden Room classroom users know
already, new blinds and tables were installed
there during February. We are immensely grateful
to Bass Coast Shire Council for their generous
funding of these items.
In addition to the blinds and tables, Bass Coast
Shire Council also provided $1000 towards the
cost of the two air ionisers installed at the White
Road campus classrooms. While these appliances were purchased in response to COVID-19,
they will continue to serve us well by cleaning our air of dust, viruses, bacteria and pollen.
These improvements are part of the committee's ongoing project to upgrade our
technology and facilities to meet the changing needs of our members and the courses we
offer and to generally bring our facilities up to date.
For the Garden Room, U3A Wonthaggi has self-funded the purchase of a newer and larger
TV, soundbar and TV stand, fitted blinds to the fire doors, fitted security screens on the
windows and a security door on the main entrance. The security fit-out was undertaken in
response to the February 2021 break-in and burglary. Secretary Mary Schooneveldt has
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worked tirelessly to provide us with a more reliable internet and WIFI system. We have also
upgraded the TV in the Mawson Hut classroom and recycled some tables to better
accommodate the activities made available in that room.
In addition to Bass Coast Council, I want to thank those members who give their time
voluntarily to help with projects of this type.

Lynn Kirk
President

from the editor’s desk…
Hello U3A members,
It’s autumn! Falling leaves. Ripening cherry toms. Rosy sunshine
warming my hand in the early morning as I put pen to paper in my
garden writing nook. The soft glow of this season delights me.
As we’ve emerged from the lockdowns of the past two years, U3A
has provided us with a wonderful way to reconnect with
community in a safe way. Thanks to the committee for their
tireless work to keep our premises up to standard. And thanks to
all the tutors and group leaders who have stepped up and provided
such a wonderful variety of classes to engage with. I am particularly impressed with all the
languages available and expect evidence of our multilinguists at the AGM in April!
As always, thanks to everyone who contributed to the newsletter. If there is something you
want included next time, send an email: osullivan.robyn@gmail.com
Happy Easter – the season of renewal… and chocolate. May your hearts be light and your
eggs yummy.
Robyn O’Sullivan

Cryptic Clues…
1. Might this be an allergy of the throat (9)

2. Model courted a master. (8)

3. Sup rum with pastry one disliked after rising (7) 4. Hedgehog thus keeps running (5)
5. State capital placed within a river. (8)

6. Hot crew filling pipe (8)
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The Council on the Ageing in Victoria (COTA) is asking for stories from older people about what you
are doing and your thoughts on ageing in Victoria. COTA aims to showcase the diversity of lived
experiences as you re-engage with your community after the COVID lockdowns.
COTA's volunteers know from their community engagements that the pandemic has created a ripple
effect on the lives of many older Victorians who feel the need for help, support, reassurance or just
someone to listen.
So how are you? What brings you joy as you reconnect with people,
whether cautiously or with gusto? What are you still missing or
seeking, and what do you think will help you get there? Are you
volunteering or supporting your family members with their
responsibilities? Are you still struggling with what feels safe? What
have you enjoyed about the summer?
COTA is also keen to hear about this life stage for you and your
family. Are you still working, retired or just doing a little bit, and how
does this compare to what you thought it would be like? Do you have
a sense of purpose that helps drive your day, or are you seeking one?
How are you going with the increased reliance on computers,
smartphones and emails? Has it meant you or someone you know has been left out of being kept up
to date or even accessing venues?
COTA is keen to build a library of stories based on your experience and wisdom. If you are interested
in sharing your thoughts, please feel free to write to us, and in about 500 words (or around one A4
page), tell us something about yourself. Perhaps use the questions above as prompts.
Please include your name, address, and contact details at the end of the page so we can verify your
story and fill in any missing gaps.
Alternatively, if you know someone you think has an interesting story to share but they are shy or
too humble to share it, then ask them whether you can share their contact details and a brief
overview about them with COTA. We can give them a call to have a chat. Please don't share
anyone's personal contact details without their permission.
These stories will be potentially used in media, promotions, case studies and COTA Victoria's
newsletter articles, so you'll need to sign a permission form which will be provided to you after you
contact us.
While we believe every person has a story worth sharing, not all the stories we receive will be used,
but we'd like to hear from you anyway. To submit your story, please contact Diane, our story
coordinator, via email: communications@cotavic.org.au
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with Jenny McDonald
This term we have looked at shapes, line, texture; the difference between
the various angles of scrunched paper compared with the soft fold of
fabric; how to make marks that represent
texture; noting how to reduce what you're
looking at to create an interesting
composition from a still life of multiple
objects and deciding on a starting point.
In our photo gallery I am including some of
my industrious students from the day we
were working with sticks and ink. This is very different from working
with the exactness of pencil or pen. In general they were surprised
how liberating it was, as there is a spontaneity
in working with a stick dipped in ink to make
something of the initial mark drawn on the page.
We also had a very successful day drawing en plein air in a garden at Venus
Bay. This was another experience in choosing something small – a
vignette of interest in the complex scenery that surrounded us. We really
were spoilt for choice of what to draw
and it was great fun.
We all contributed to a
wonderful lunch as well...
yum.
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Vale Muriel Riley
Recently, members of the U3A choir said goodbye to one of our most
loved members.

‘Amazing Grace’.

At the funeral, we sang ‘The Lord’s Prayer’ at Muriel’s request. And one
of our choir members, Terry Teylor, sang another of her requests,

We learnt from the tributes paid to her by her family and friends that Muriel lived her life to
the full, with compassion and fun, much as we remembered her at the choir. The Order of
Service bore a photograph of her dancing in her youth with the caption, ‘Muriel was never
old’. How true!
She was a woman of faith and led her life to the values espoused in her Christian beliefs. We
will miss her cheery smile and her lovely singing voice.

Transfer of telescope to U3A Mallacoota
At a recent U3A Gippsland Region meeting U3A
Mallacoota mentioned that they have introduced a
star gazing course for which they need additional
equipment such as telescopes. In times past U3A
Wonthaggi members led by Vic Woods and John Di
Stefano also delved into the world of astronomy
investigating theories and the latest discoveries.
Part of the equipment included a Bintel BT-302 12"
Premium Bobsonian telescope.
U3A Wonthaggi Committee thought it appropriate
to transfer the telescope to U3A Mallacoota given it
hadn’t had an outing for five years. And, as some of
you may be aware, it had become a target in a
recent burglary.

Geoff and Fiona Raitt on behalf of U3A Mallacoota
gratefully accepted the telescope and it is nice to think
that it will once again be exploring southern skies.
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FROM U3A MALLACOOTA…
Mary Schooneveldt
Secretary,
U3A Wonthaggi

22 March 2022

University of the Third Age
Inc:A00477385
P.O.Box 339,
Mallacoota 3892

Dear Mary,
On behalf of U3A Mallacoota and District and all our star-gazing enthusiasts, we would like
to thank Wonthaggi U3A for their generosity in donating us the marvellous telescope.
Mallacoota is an ideal venue for looking at the heavens. We have quite a few areas which
have no artificial light, and it has turned out that there are a number of people in our
community who enjoy craning their necks to spot a planet, a star or some other interesting
body in the skies.
You and your U3A have just made that a lot easier and certainly more satisfying.
If you ever find yourself in this neck of the woods, our U3A would be happy to make you
welcome and, if the stars align (pun intended) show you what we can see.
Again, thanks and best regards,
Sue Brown,
Secretary

http://mallacootacommunitydirectory.info/community/u3a-university-of-the-third-age

President: June Kinsella, Vice President: Norma Long,
Treasurer: Glinda Major, Secretary: Sue Brown,
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Annual General Meeting
The AGM will be held on Thursday April 14 at 10.00 am at the Inverloch Hub, 16 A’Beckett
Street, Inverloch. Guest Speaker Ali Wastie, CEO Bass Coast Shire Council. If possible, Ms
Wastie would like a heads up on areas of interest and questions on notice prior to the AGM,
although she is happy to respond to queries on the day. Please let our secretary, Mary
Schooneveldt, know if you would like a question raised and she will forward it on.

Leisurely Lunches
The season started with a bang in 2022 with 35 participants attending the February function
at the Poowong Hotel. This venue has a broad-ranging menu, and we were well looked after
by our hosts Fiona and Ben and their very accommodating staff.

This year we will be exploring a number of new venues around Gippsland as well as some
past favourites. We now have well over 50 members registered so please remember to
book early to avoid disappointment as some venues do have a number restriction. We still
have a few places available so if this event peaks your interest please register online to
ensure that you receive monthly notifications of future activities.
And a reminder to be aware of current Covid protocols in place for all hospitality venues.
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Garden Club
Long-time leader, Lorraine Cox is temporarily out of action while recovering
from hip-replacement surgery. Barb Cummings is filling in for the time being.
Wishing you a speedy recovery, Lorraine, from all at U3A Wonthaggi.

Monday Book Group
One of our members is relocating to be close to her family. We’ll miss you,
Helen. If you were considering joining the Monday Book Group we can now
welcome a new member to our happy, relaxed bunch. We meet on the last Monday of each
month, at Mawson Hut from 2.00 pm till whenever we finish. For more information phone
Felicia, 0478 225 047.
We started the year with members describing a book that they had read during the
holidays. Escape from Manus, the untold story by Jaivet Ealom stays in my mind because of
the description of deliberate cruel treatment meted out to traumatised asylum seekers and
refugees in Australia’s offshore detention system. Since then, we have read and discussed:
•
•

Tim Winton’s Boy Behind the Curtain – beautifully written powerful essays revealing
Tim and his passions as a boy, a youth and as a man.
A subtly written but powerful novel by Favel Parrot poignantly revealing the Nazi
followed by the Russian communist occupation of what was then Czechoslovakia,
now the Czech Republic. We drew many similarities with the current Russian
invasion of Ukraine. Just as tragic.

For April we look forward to enjoying and discussing, Taboo by Kim Scott. A blurb states:
Set in Noongar country, it examines the thorny issue of reconciliation: after so much bloody
and violent history. It is also [a story of the] possibilities of hope and renewal.

A message from Graeme Charles
On behalf of U3A, I recently received a bundle of Australian history books from a former
tutor of ours, Greg Walker. Greg has now reached the ripe old age of 97 years, and via his
daughter Sandra offered us some of his collection of books that he once used when
conducting Australian History courses at Wonthaggi U3A.
I wonder if we have any members who were around when Greg was tutoring. It would
be interesting to get reflections on Greg’s courses from anyone who remembers them.
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Cryptics

with Bruce Cumming

The Cryptic crossword class is belting along beautifully. We have six new members this year:
three with some experience, and three L-platers, who are all learning the intricacies of the
world of Cryptics, and are showing great aptitude, picking up the ways and means of solving
these tricky, and somewhat confronting, puzzles. If they continue at this rate, they’ll be well
into cryptics by year’s end. Their enthusiasm and willingness to learn is fantastic.
Unfortunately, we lost a long-time member, Mike Packer back in December, but he is fondly
remembered by all the class, and will never be forgotten. And another long-time member,
Beryl Snezwell has retired from the class for personal reasons, and we are sorry to see her go.
Most of our regulars are back for another year, and the class is most enjoyable for all. Great
social time, with a few laughs thrown in for good measure. I thoroughly enjoy my classes
with these people and look forward to the rest of the year.

Cryptic Clues Answers
1. laryngeal

2. educator

3. upstart

4. Sonic

5. Adelaide

6. Steaming

U3A WONTHAGGI PROGRAM
Term 2 2022 — Tuesday 26 April to Friday 24 June
MONDAY
FRENCH
Tutor: Donald Ellsmore

Weekly
2:00–3:30
Garden Room

This course will cover French Language,
Culture and Tourism for those wishing to
embark on learning a new language or
improving basic French language skills,
supplemented by virtual excursions into
French culture and tourism.

MONDAY ART GROUP
Tutor: Jenny McDonald

Weekly
9:30–12:00
Mawson Hut

This semi-formal class teaches the theory
behind composition, design and colour, and
watercolour mixing. Teaching methods
include demonstrations, exercises, and
discussions about techniques.
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MONDAY BOOK
GROUP
Convenor: Felicia Di
Stefano

Monthly
(last Monday)
2:00–4:00
Mawson Hut

We meet to discuss the chosen book each
month in a relaxed, friendly atmosphere
where all views and opinions are welcome.
Members have an opportunity to select books
at the start of the year.

YOGA & MOVEMENT
Tutor: Dot Charles

Weekly
10:00–11:00 &
11:15–12:15
Cape Paterson
Hall

This course blends yoga and other forms of
physical activity to help combat ageing. We
flex joints, stretch muscles and improve
coordination.
Requirements: a yoga mat and a water bottle

GARDEN CLUB
Tutor: Lorraine Carroll

Weekly
9:30–11:00
Garden Room

After gardening at home, it is great to chat
with others about it. There is always
something happening in our gardens to share,
and new and old gardening tips to pass
around. Our group watches DVDs to see how
it's done; we also swap plants & produce.
Occasionally we visit gardens.

HISTORY AND
POLITICS OF MIDDLE
EAST
Tutor: Maddy Harford

Weekly
1:30–3:00
Garden Room

The Middle East is a region (from the Fertile
Crescent to North Africa) fraught with
conflict, going back centuries. Today,
‘middle east peace’ is often used as a
metaphor for an intractable problem. It has
and continues to be a region of critical
geopolitical importance. This course will
present a brief history of the region followed
by a focus on events from early in the 20th
century, as an aid to understanding the
current political situation.

FITNESS, FUN &
OCCASIONALLY
FOOD
Convenor: Graeme Charles
Contact on 0411 422 557 or
graemeicharles@gmail.com

Fortnightly
From 9:00 am
Various
starting points

This group is for active walkers wishing to
explore South Gippsland. Walking time is
about two hours, followed by lunch when
possible. Some walks require driving for 30
minutes to the start point; we can carpool.
Routes will be selected by group members.

RECORDER CONSORT
Contact: John Bell

Weekly
9:30–11:00
Mawson Hut

If you play the recorder and would like to
make music with others, you are welcome to
join our dedicated group. We perform at local
nursing homes and other venues.

TUESDAY

This course concludes this
term.

WEDNESDAY
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CRYPTIC
CROSSWORDS
Tutor: Bruce Cumming

Weekly
11:15–12:45
Mawson Hut

“I can’t do Cryptic Crosswords!”
Well join our friendly class of beginners and
experienced people to learn the secrets of this
fascinating world of words.

ITALIAN
CONVERSATION
Tutor: Maggie Harriss

Weekly
1:45–3:30
Mawson Hut

Practice speaking Italian in a supportive
environment. Add knowledge, vocabulary
and grammar in specific contexts.

SPANISH FOR
BEGINNERS AND
TRAVELLERS
Tutor: Rita Espinoza

Weekly
9.30–11.00
Garden Room

Enjoy one of the planet’s most popular
languages.

ALL I WANT IS A
WORLD MY
GRANDCHILDREN
CAN GROW UP IN
Tutor: Mary Schooneveldt

Weekly
1:30–3:00
Garden Room

(How) can we help keep the planet fit for
future generations to live on?
This course will look at the ways human
beings are stressing the planet’s systems (it’s
not just climate change) and then investigate
what we can each do to help to improve the
situation. We will hear from local groups that
are making a difference in various ways
(protecting the local environment, reducing
their use of valuable resources…) and who
are always ready to welcome new members!
We are lucky to live in a beautiful locality on
the only planet we know of so far that is
inhabitable. The aim of the course is to help
us find ways we can preserve these
advantages for future generations.

WALKING GROUP
Guide: Robert Butler

Weekly
9:30–10:45
Meet at U3A
car park

Want to trek the local byways?
Our friendly band of walkers enjoys good
fellowship plus the benefit of regular gentle
exercise.
A range of walks, and an occasional cup of
coffee or tea…
New members welcome

BOCCE GROUP
Convenor: Gary Beard

Fortnightly
1st &3rd weeks
9:30–11:00
Cape Paterson

The perfect social activity: a fun game that
will improve your hand-to-eye coordination,
exercise your laughing gear, and stimulate
your competitive muscle.
• Bocce is held at the link adjacent to the
Cape Paterson Community Hall

THURSDAY
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BOCCE CLASS 2
Convenor: John Laing

Fortnightly
This group will meet in the newly created
2nd &4th weeks Garden Space adjoining the U3A Garden
2:00–3:30
Room.
Garden Space

JAPANESE FOR
BEGINNERS
Tutor: Joan Hindle

Weekly
9:30–11:00
Garden Room

Join us for an interesting and effective
beginners’ class in the Japanese language.

ELECTRICITY
Tutor: Werner Theinert

Weekly
9:30–11:00
Mawson Hut

This course explains how our electrical
power system works, in a simple and easily
understandable way. Along the way, it takes
a look at the history of electricity, the
current situation with our ageing power grid,
and the potential future of our electrical
power systems – the impending revolution in
energy.

CRAFTAHOLICS
Convenor: Marion Kerry

Weekly
12:30–3:00
Mawson Hut

Drop in, bring your current project, share
expertise, and help each other.
This group is for anyone with twitchy
fingers, who loves to create, and anyone who
wants to get started.

PAINTING WITH
WATERCOLOURS
Convenor: Lyn Goodwin

Weekly
12:30–3:00
Mawson Hut

This self-support group gathers to share their
interest and enthusiasm for painting with
watercolours.

Weekly
9:30–10:30
Goat Island
Gallery

Tai chi is a gentle but therapeutic form of
exercise, based in Chinese traditions.
Involving slow movements and deep breaths,
it has many physical and emotional benefits.
Today, it’s principally a tranquil, gentle
and pleasurable means of attaining and
maintaining health and harmony in mind and
body, mobility, suppleness and mental
alertness.
Mr Han Jin Song – Tai Chi Australia's
Founder and Chief Instructor

FRIDAY
TAI CHI
Tutor: Mary Schooneveldt
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BRIDGE FOR
BEGINNERS
Tutors: Matti Shub and
John Quayle

Weekly
10:00–11:30
Mawson Hut

We need new members
This is an interactive class with lesson
material reinforced by playing set hands that
illustrate the principles. We will email the
course notes/material after each lesson. By
the end of the year, or earlier, students should
feel confident and competent to play social or
entry level club bridge.
Students should obtain one of the following
as pre-reading from Paul Lavings Bookshop
www.bridgegear.com or Nicks Bridge
Bookshop, Sydney www.bridgeshop.com.au
1. Paul Marston, Introduction to Bridge,
$19.95 or Paul Marston’s Beginner Pack,
$27.95
2. Ron Klinger – Bridge Basics, $14.95
3. Derrick Browne – Beginners Bridge,
$14.95

CURRENT AFFAIRS
Convenors: Steven Ward
and Glenn Cant

Weekly
9:30–11:00
Garden Room

This forum is an open discussion group
where members are free to listen or express
opinions on topics selected from local,
national and international news media.
New members welcome

SHAKESPEARE
Tutor: Lyn Street

Weekly
11:15–1:30
Garden Room

Reading and discussing the plays from the
perspective of Shakespeare and Europe.
Term 2 will begin with Henry IV Part 2.

CHOIR
Convenor: Jackie Brennan

Weekly
2:00–3:30
Anglican
Church,
Inverloch

We love to sing songs from our extensive
repertoire: it’s relaxing and good for the soul.
We also perform for many community
groups.
New members welcome. Male voices are
particularly needed.

SATURDAY BOOK
CLUB
Convenor: Helen Cole

Monthly
3rd week
2:00–4:00
Inverloch

We meet to read and discuss books. We’re
limited to 12 members because we get our
books from the library, and they come in a
box of 12 copies.

LEISURELY LUNCHES
Convenor: Gary Beard

Monthly
Last Saturday

Venues for this term will be confirmed prior
to the events.

SATURDAY
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